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GOP conservatives shutter House to protest McCarthy-Biden debt deal 


Rep. Matt Gaetz, R-Fla., speaks during the House Armed Services Committee hearing on the fiscal 
year 2024 budget request of the Department of Defense, on Capitol Hill in Washington, March 29, 
2023. 
Associated Press 
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By LISA MASCARO 
AP Congressional Correspondent 
WASHINGTON (AP) — In fallout from the debt ceiling deal, 
Speaker Kevin McCarthy is suddenly confronting a new 
threat to his power as angry hard-right conservatives 
bring the House chamber to a halt, reviving their displea- 
sure over the compromise struck with President Joe Biden 
and demanding deeper spending cuts ahead. 
Barely a dozen Republicans, mainly members of the 
House Freedom Caucus, shuttered House business for a 
second day Thursday in protest of McCarthy’s leadership. 
Routine votes could not be taken, and a pair of pro-gas 
stove bills important to GOP activists stalled out. Some 
lawmakers asked if they could simply go home. 
McCarthy brushed off the disruption as healthy political 
debate, part of his “risk taker” way of being a leader — 
not too different, he said, from the 15-vote spectacle it 
took in January for him to finally convince his colleagues 
to elect him as speaker. With a paper-thin GOP majority, 
any few Republicans have outsized sway. 


Continued on Page 2 
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GOP conservatives shutter House to protest McCarthy-Biden debt deal 


Continued from Front 


But the aftermath of the 
debt ceiling deal is com- 
ing into focus: The hard- 
right flank that helped put 
the speaker in power five 
months ago is not done 
with McCarthy yet. 
“I enjoy this conflict,” the 
speaker bantered Wednes- 
day at the Capitol, saying 
he feels like Goldilocks be- 
ing pushed from all sides. 
“Conflict makes you stron- 
ger if you deal with it.” 
At its core, the standoff be- 
tween the House conserva- 
tives and the speaker re- 
volves around the budget 
levels McCarthy agreed to 
in the debt-ceiling bill with 
Biden that the right flank 
of his conference strenu- 
ously opposed. The agree- 
ment restricted spending, 
but not as much as the 
Freedom Caucus and oth- 
ers demanded. Unable to 
stop the debt bill’s passage 
last week, the conserva- 
tives are now digging in for 
a longer fight to prevent it 
from taking hold. 


It’s all setting the stage 
for a potentially disastrous 
showdown ahead, when 
Congress will need to pass 
spending bills to fund the 
government at the levels 
set by the McCarthy-Biden 
debt package, or risk a 
shutdown in federal gov- 
ernment operations when 
the new fiscal year starts 
Oct. 1. 
The test will likely come 
even sooner, this summer, 
when the Biden admin- 
istration is expected to 
ask Congress to approve 
supplemental funding for 
Ukraine to fight the war 
against Russia. It’s an issue 
that splits the Republicans 
between those who want 
to cut budgets and those 
insisting on a strong military. 
Senate Republican leader 
Mitch McConnell raised his 
own concerns Wednesday 
about the cap on military 
spending: “I’m not sure at 
this point how to fix it, but 
it’s a problem, a serious 
problem.” 
While 
the 
conservatives 
have aired a long list of 


grievances, the debt deal 
looms largest. 
The McCarthy-Biden com- 
promise set overall federal 
budget caps — holding 
spending flat for 2024, and 
with a 1% growth for 2025 
— and Congress still needs 
to pass appropriations bills 
to fund the various federal 
agencies at the agreed-to 
amounts. That’s typically 
done by Oct. 1. After Biden 
signed the debt deal into 
law last weekend, lawmak- 
ers have been fast at work 
on the agency-spending 
bills ahead of votes this sum- 
mer to meet the deadline. 
Not only did the conserva- 
tives object to the deal with 
Biden as insufficient, they 
claim it violated the terms 
of an agreement they had 
reached with McCarthy to 
roll back spending even 
further, to 2022 levels, to 
make him speaker. 
“There was an agreement 
in January,” Rep. Ken Buck, 
R-Colo., told reporters after 
he left the speaker’s office 
Wednesday morning. “And 
it was violated in the debt- 


ceiling bill.” 
McCarthy insists the agree- 
ment he made during the 
speakers race to roll back 
spending to 2022 was not 
a guaranteed outcome, 
only a goal. Besides, the 
debt deal has a provision 
that would automatically 
return spending to the 2022 
level if Congress fails to put 
in place all the funding bills 
by January. 
“We never promised we’re 
going to be all at ‘22 levels 
—I said we would strive to 
get to the ‘22 level or the 
equivalent amount,” Mc- 
Carthy said Wednesday. 
“We’ve met all that crite- 
ria.” 
McCarthy also said he’s not 
opposed to more funding 
for Ukraine, but he wants to 
see exactly what’s needed 
rather than simply agree 
to undoing the spending 
caps that he negotiated 
with Biden and that were 
just signed into law. 
Democrats watching the 
fallout from the debt-ceil- 
ing deal are mindful of the 
challenges ahead. 


“I think it’s going to be 
tough,” said Rep. Rosa De- 
Lauro of Connecticut, the 
top Democrat on the House 
Appropriations Committee. 
“You’ve got a whole bunch 
of people who want to cut 
back,” she said of the Re- 
publicans. “Potentially they 
could hold up appropria- 
tions.” 
If Congress fails to pass the 
spending bills by fall it risks 
a federal government shut- 
down — an outcome con- 
servatives have forced mul- 
tiple times before, starting in 
the Clinton era when then- 
Speaker Newt Gingrich led 
the House into a budget 
standoff, and again in 2013 
when conservatives shut 
down the government as 
they tried to repeal the Af- 
fordable Care Act. 
The longest federal shut- 
down in history was during 
the Trump era when Con- 
gress refused his demands 
for money to build the bor- 
der wall between the U.S. 
and Mexico. 
For now, McCarthy and his 
leadership team need to 
just figure out how to bring 
the House chamber back 
into session. 
The bills on tap this week 
were not the most press- 
ing on the agenda, but are 
popular among Republi- 
cans and carry important 
political messages even if 
they have no chance of 
becoming law. 
Among them is a pair of 
bills related to gas stoves, 
including one that would 
prohibit the use of federal 
funds to regulate gas stoves 
as a hazardous product. 
House action came to a 
sudden halt midday Tues- 
day when the band of con- 
servatives refused to sup- 
port a routine procedural 
vote to set the rules sched- 
ule for the day’s debate. It 
was the first time in some 20 
years a routine rules vote 
was defeated.q 


House Speaker Kevin McCarthy of Calif. speaks to reporters outside his office on Capitol Hill in Washington, Wednesday, June 7, 
2023. 
Associated Press 
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By HALELUYA HADERO 
AP Business Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Two U.S. 
senators are asking TikTok 
to explain what they called 
“misleading or inaccurate” 
responses about how it 
stores and provides ac- 
cess to U.S. user data after 
recent news reports raised 
questions about how the 
Chinese-owned social me- 
dia platform handles some 
sensitive information. 
In a letter sent Tuesday to 
TikTok CEO Shou Zi Chew, 
U.S. Sens. Richard Blumen- 
thal and Marsha Blackburn 
cited a report from Forbes 
that said TikTok had stored 
financial information of U.S. 
content creators who get 
paid by the company – in- 
cluding their Social Security 
numbers and tax IDs - on 
China-based servers. 
The senators also cited an- 
other report from The New 
York Times, published in late 


May, that said TikTok em- 
ployees regularly shared 
user information, such as 
driver’s licenses information 
of some American users, on 
an internal messaging app 
called Lark that employees 
from TikTok’s Beijing-based 
parent 
company, 
Byte- 
Dance, could easily ac- 
cess. 


Forbes 
first 
reported 
Wednesday on the letter. 
TikTok spokesperson Alex 
Haurek said, “”We are re- 
viewing the letter. We re- 
main confident in the accu- 
racy of our testimony and 
responses to Congress.” 
TikTok has said servers that 
contain U.S. user data have 
been physically stored in 


Virginia 
and 
Singapore, 
where its headquartered. 
But who can access that 
data - and from where - is 
an ongoing question. 
Chew, 
the 
company’s 
CEO, said at a congressio- 
nal hearing in March that 
access to the data was 
provided “as-required” to 
engineers globally for busi- 
ness purposes. He also said 
some ByteDance employ- 
ees still maintained access 
to some U.S. user data, but 
that would end once Proj- 
ect Texas - the company’s 
plan to siphon off U.S. user 
data from China - was 
completed. 
The popular social media 
app has been under scru- 
tiny from Western govern- 
ments, who’ve been wary 
of the company’s Chinese 
ownership and have pro- 
hibited its use on govern- 
ment issued devices. Earlier 
this year, the Biden adminis- 


tration threated to ban the 
platform nationwide if the 
company’s Chinese own- 
ers don’t sell their stakes. 
To assuage concerns from 
U.S. lawmakers, TikTok has 
been touting its Project 
Texas plan to store U.S. user 
data on servers owned and 
maintained by the software 
giant Oracle. Last year, the 
company said it began di- 
recting all U.S. user traffic to 
those servers but also con- 
tinued to back up data on 
its own servers. 
Chew said the company 
began deleting all historic 
U.S. user data from non-Or- 
acle servers in March, and 
the process expected to 
be completed this year. 
In their letter, the senators 
also said the recent news 
reports appear to contra- 
dict testimonies from an- 
other TikTok official about 
where U.S. user data is 
stored.q 


Sen. Marsha Blackburn, R-Tenn., left, and Sen. Richard 
Blumenthal, D-Conn., right speak during a hearing, Oct. 5, 
2021, in Washington. 


Associated Press 


Senators call on TikTok CEO to explain ‘inaccurate’ statements 
about how company manages US data 


By JULIE CARR SMYTH 
Associated Press 
COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) — 
Ohio’s rich history of avia- 
tion innovation makes it 
an ideally suited location 
for the Air Force’s new U.S. 
Space Command head- 
quarters or Space Force 
units, a group of the state’s 
congressional 
delegates 
told 
Democratic 
Presi- 
dent Joe Biden in a letter 
Wednesday. 
The bipartisan group Dem- 
ocratic U.S. Sen. Sherrod 
Brown, 
Republican 
U.S. 
Rep. David Joyce and six 
others joined a coalition 
of the state’s business and 
technology leaders and 
the 
state’s 
governor 
in 
making a pitch for the facil- 
ity, as selection of a head- 
quarters city has been em- 
broiled in politics. 
“From the Wright brothers 
to American heroes like 
John Glenn and Neil Arm- 
strong, the story of modern 
aviation is rooted in Ohio – 
and Ohio is ready to meet 
the challenges of the fu- 
ture,” the lawmakers wrote, 


in a letter also addressed 
to military leaders. “Ohio’s 
numerous industry and uni- 
versity partners in the state 
create a synergy around 
national 
security 
and 


space that is unmatched 
around the country.” 
The lawmakers urged lo- 
cating the Space Com- 
mand 
headquarters 
at 
Wright-Patterson Air Force 


Base in Dayton, already a 
hub for air and space intel- 
ligence and research, and 
partnering 
Space 
Force 
with NASA’s John H. Glenn 
Research Center facilities 


at Lewis Field in Cleveland 
and the Armstrong Test Fa- 
cility in Sandusky on Lake 
Erie. 
A decision in their fa- 
vor viewed as a longshot 
would come as central 
Ohio makes its move to 
become a nexus of high- 
tech research and devel- 
opment. Centered around 
a $20 billion semiconductor 
facility being built by chip- 
maker Intel Corp., the hub 
is also set to include a mas- 
sive electric vehicle proj- 
ect under way by Honda 
America and South Korea’s 
LG Energy Solution and 
Ohio State University’s new 
$110 million software inno- 
vation center. 
Republican 
Gov. 
Mike 
DeWine and two dozen lo- 
cal officials made a similar 
appeal for placing Space 
Command 
headquarters 
at Wright-Patterson in 2020, 
before the Pentagon an- 
nounced in January 2021 
that 
the 
facility 
would 
be located in Huntsville, 
Alabama.q 


A solider wears a U.S. Space Force uniform during a ceremony for U.S. Air Force airmen 
transitioning to U.S. Space Force guardian designations at Travis Air Force Base, Calif., Feb. 12, 
2021. 
Associated Press 
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By DYLAN LOVAN 
Associated Press 
RICHMOND, Ky. (AP) — A 
Kentucky facility built to dis- 
pose of deadly Cold War- 
era chemical weapons is 
nearing the end of its mis- 
sion to destroy its 520-ton 
stockpile, a milestone that 
will likely mark the end of 
chemical 
weapons 
de- 
struction projects in the U.S., 
officials said Wednesday. 
The facility at the Blue Grass 
Army Depot is weeks away 
from eliminating the last 
of a stockpile of 51,000 
M55 rockets with GB nerve 
agent that have been 
stored at the depot since 
the 1940s. The GB nerve 
agent, also known as sarin, 
a colorless and tasteless 
toxin, can cause respiratory 
failure leading to death. It 
is outlawed under interna- 
tional rules of warfare. 
Another stockpile is being 
eliminated at an Army fa- 
cility in Colorado, but that 


effort is expected to con- 
clude before the Kentucky 
one. The two sites have the 
country’s 
last 
remaining 
chemical 
weapons 
that 
must be disposed of ac- 
cording to a 1997 world- 
wide treaty. 
Military and civilian officials 


gathered Wednesday at 
Eastern Kentucky University 
to speak about the end of 
the project. 
Kingston Reif, an assistant 
U.S. Secretary of Defense 
for Threat Reduction and 
Arms Control, said the de- 
struction of the nation’s 


deadly chemical weapons 
has been “decades in the 
making.” 
“As recently as a few years 
ago, we weren’t sure we 
could achieve our treaty 
commitment, so the fact 
that we are now on the 
doorstep is no small feat,” 
Reif said. He said all other 
nations who joined the 
treaty have finished de- 
struction of their stockpiles. 
Reif said the weapons are 
“heinous” and “the suffer- 
ing they can inflict is un- 
imaginable.” 
“Which makes what’s be- 
ing done here in Kentucky 
all the more important,” he 
said. 
Destruction of the Kentucky 
stockpile began in 2019 af- 
ter decades of planning 
and debate over how to 
dispose of the deadly war 
weapons. 
Workers at the Kentucky fa- 
cility, the Blue Grass Chemi- 
cal Agent Destruction Pilot 


Plant, separate the deadly 
chemicals from their origi- 
nal rocket or projectile cas- 
ings and then eliminate 
the agent, in most cases 
using a process known as 
neutralization, where the 
chemical agent is dissolved 
in a solution. Kentucky origi- 
nally had stockpiles of VX, 
GB and mustard agent that 
had been stored in bunkers 
for decades. The mustard 
agent was eliminated in 
2021 and the final rocket 
containing VX agent was 
neutralized at the plant in 
April 2022. 
The final phase of destroy- 
ing the M55 rockets with sa- 
rin has been the most chal- 
lenging, because of the 
age and deterioration of 
the rockets, said Candace 
Coyle, the plant’s project 
manager. 
Each rocket carries about 
10 pounds (4.5 kilograms) 
of the nerve agent.q 


In this photo provided by the U.S. Army, workers at the Blue 
Grass Chemical Agent Destruction Pilot Plant in Richmond, Ky., 
begin the destruction of the first rocket from a stockpile of M55 
rockets with GB nerve agent, July 6, 2022. 


Associated Press 


Kentucky chemical weapons disposal program nearly done 


By SARAH RANKIN and DE- 
NISE LAVOIE 
Associated Press 
RICHMOND, Va. (AP) — A 
gunman who opened fire 
minutes after a high school 
graduation in Richmond, 
Virginia, 
targeted 
an 
18-year-old graduate he 
had a long-running dispute 
with, police said Wednes- 
day. 
Shawn Jackson, 18, and his 
father, Lorenzo Smith, 36, 
were both killed Tuesday 
in the gunfire, which sent 
hundreds fleeing in panic 
outside the state capital’s 
Altria Theater after the 
graduation ceremony for 
Huguenot High School. Five 
other people were wound- 
ed by gunfire, and at least 
12 more suffered other inju- 
ries or were treated for anx- 
iety due to the mayhem, 
according to police. 
Richmond Interim Police 
Chief Rick Edwards said the 
shooting 
suspect, 
Amari 
Pollard, 19, knew Jackson 
and the two had been em- 
broiled in a dispute for more 


than a year. Edwards said 
the nature of the dispute is 
still being investigated. 
“This was targeted at one 
individual. ... That’s what 
we know at this time,” Ed- 
wards said during a news 


conference Wednesday. 
Pollard 
was 
arraigned 
Wednesday morning on 
two counts of second-de- 
gree murder, said Colette 
McEachin, Richmond’s top 
prosecutor. Pollard said he 


intends to hire an attorney, 
so the court continued 
the case until a hearing 
later this month, McEachin 
wrote in an email. Pollard 
was ordered held without 
bond. Court records did 


not immediately list an at- 
torney who could speak on 
his behalf. 
Jackson had just received 
his diploma at the gradu- 
ation ceremony and had 
walked to a nearby park 
with his father to reunite 
with the rest of their family 
when the shooting started, 
said 
Tameeka 
Jackson- 
Smith, 
Jackson’s 
mother 
and Smith’s wife. She said 
Smith was Jackson’s father, 
while Edwards later referred 
to Smith as his stepfather. 
Jackson-Smith told The As- 
sociated Press that her and 
Smith’s 9-year-old daugh- 
ter was hit by a car in the 
chaos that erupted after- 
ward. The girl was treated 
for leg injuries and released 
from the hospital, Jackson- 
Smith said. 
Jackson-Smith 
said 
the 
family had watched the 
graduation, then got sepa- 
rated in a large crowd after 
they walked outside. “He 
was so happy oh my God 
because he got to gradu- 
ate. q 


A sign and flowers were placed at the entrance sign for Huguenot High School Wednesday, Jun. 
7, 2023, in Richmond, Va. 
Associated Press 
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By MONIKA SCISLOWSKA 
Associated Press 
WARSAW, Poland (AP) — 
The environment ministers 
of Poland and Germany 
met on the border of the 
two countries on Wednes- 
day to discuss protection of 
a river against a repeat of 
deadly pollution that killed 
hundreds of tons of fish last 
year. 
Polish Environment Minister 
Anna Moskwa said that she 
couldn’t rule out the occur- 
rence of another disaster 
despite 
tight 
monitoring 
along the Oder River and 
the blocking of the illegal 
discharge 
of 
chemicals 
and waste in order to pre- 
vent the growth of deadly 
golden algae. 
“We are sure that we have 
done and will do every- 
thing that we can on our 
side,” Moskwa said. “How- 
ever, taking into consider- 
ation ... the limited knowl- 
edge about the algae in 
the world and ... its aggres- 
sive nature, we are expect- 
ing every scenario. 
“We are preparing our- 
selves for every scenario 
the positive and the nega- 


tive one,” she said. 
Moskwa met with German 
Environment Minister Steffi 
Lemke in Slubice, on the 
border with Germany, to 
discus ways of protecting 
the Oder, parts of which 
the two countries share. 
They said the ecosystem 
seems to be rebuilding af- 
ter last summer’s disaster, in 


which up to 400,000 tons of 
dead fish were pulled from 
the Oder when high tem- 
peratures and high salina- 
tion of the river from chemi- 
cal discharge led to the 
growth of golden algae. 
Most of the discharge was 
from the Polish stretch of 
the river. 
Lemke said that Poland’s 


industry, 
especially 
coal 
mining, should refrain from 
discharging into the river 
during hot summer months, 
noting that the 2022 eco- 
logical catastrophe was 
caused by the growth of al- 
gae because of high tem- 
perature combined with 
high salination of the river, 
and low water levels. q 


MADRID (AP) — Spain reg- 
istered its hottest spring on 
record this year, and its sec- 
ond driest ever, the state 
meteorological 
agency 
said Wednesday. 
Rubén Del Campo, spokes- 
man for the Aemet weath- 
er agency, said the latest 
data showed a continua- 
tion of the extremely high 
temperatures the country 
suffered in 2022, which was 
the hottest year ever re- 
corded in Spain. 
The spring heat was ac- 
companied by a scarcity 
of rain that will exacerbate 
Spain’s long-term drought, 
despite some rainfall over 
the last month. Spain’s 
Ecological Transition Minis- 
try reported Tuesday that 
the country’s reservoirs are 
at 47.4% of their capacity, 
consolidating a downward 
trend. 


Del Campo noted knock- 
on effects for the Mediter- 
ranean country’s ecosys- 
tem. “Surface water tem- 
peratures recorded in 2022 
were the highest since at 
least 1940,” he told a press 
conference, warning that 


the phenomenon endan- 
gered marine life and its 
ability to reproduce. 
The situation inland was 
also made much more pre- 
carious. “These high tem- 
peratures have repercus- 
sions on both human health 


and ecosystems in terms of 
increased likelihood of for- 
est fires,” the spokesman 
added. Del Campo also 
issued predictions for the 
summer ahead, which he 
said would likely be “ex- 
tremely hot,” though with 
a probability of some rain- 
storms. The Aemet spokes- 
man said it was not clear 
that the El Niño weather 
phenomenon would con- 
tribute to the expected 
high temperatures in Spain. 
El Niño is a cyclical warm- 
ing of the world’s oceans 
and weather, which is fore- 
cast to return later this year. 
The Spanish government 
announced 2.2 billion eu- 
ros ($2.4 billion) worth of 
drought 
response 
mea- 
sures last month, including 
funding for urban water 
reuse and further aid for 
struggling farmers.q 


A dead chub and other dead fish are floating in the Oder River near Brieskow-Finkenheerd, 
eastern Germany, on Aug. 11, 2022. 
Associated Press 


Poland, Germany discuss avoiding repeat of deadly 
river pollution 


A woman holds an umbrella to shelter from the sun during a 
hot sunny day in Madrid, Spain, on July 18, 2022. 


Associated Press 
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By NICK PERRY 
Associated Press 
WELLINGTON, New Zealand 
(AP) — Fiji’s leader indicat- 
ed Wednesday his nation 
is reconsidering its security 
ties with China at a time 
that geopolitical tensions in 
the Pacific are rising. 
Prime Minister Sitiveni Rabu- 
ka said Fiji was reviewing a 
contentious police cooper- 
ation agreement it signed 
with China in 2011 that has 
allowed Chinese police of- 
ficers to be stationed in Fiji. 
At one point during a news 
conference in Wellington 
with his New Zealand coun- 
terpart Chris Hipkins, Ra- 
buka appeared to go one 
step further by referring to 
Fiji’s “discontinuation” of 
the agreement. 
“If our systems and our 


values differ, what coop- 
eration can we get from 
them?” Rabuka said, refer- 
ring to China. 
“We need to look at that 


again before we decide 
whether we go back to it, 
or if we continue the way 
that we have in the past 
by cooperating with those 


who have similar demo- 
cratic values and systems.” 
Rabuka said Fiji was finaliz- 
ing a defense agreement 
with New Zealand, which 
it expected to complete 
next week. He said the new 
agreement 
would 
allow 
Fiji’s military to build its ca- 
pacity and skill and be ex- 
posed to new technologies. 
He said there has been a 
lot of geopolitical focus on 
the region, but that Pacific 
countries only worry about 
militarization “when diplo- 
macy and common neigh- 
borly discussions fail.” 
Fiji expanded its policing 
agreement with China in 
2013 to include some mili- 
tary cooperation, but Ra- 
buka on Wednesday didn’t 
directly address that ar- 
rangement. 


China has previously said 
the security agreements 
have benefited Fiji and it 
hopes to continue the col- 
laboration. Rabuka won a 
tense election in Decem- 
ber over Frank Bainimara- 
ma, who had held power 
in Fiji for 16 years. Rabuka 
has moved since then to 
distance himself from some 
of Bainimarama’s policies, 
including moves to forge 
closer ties with China. 
Meanwhile, 
Bainimarama 
and former Police Commis- 
sioner Sitiveni Qiliho, who 
oversaw the China polic- 
ing agreement, now face 
criminal charges of abusing 
their power, as does former 
Attorney-General 
Aiyaz 
Sayed-Khaiyum, who was 
widely seen as Bainimara- 
ma’s right-hand man.q 


MEXICO CITY (AP) — Mex- 
ico’s president described 
the slayings of five men 
caught on security cam- 
era footage as an appar- 
ent “execution” by soldiers, 
and vowed Wednesday 
that the perpetrators would 
face justice. 
President Andrés Manuel 
López Obrador is a staunch 
supporter of the armed 
forces who has insisted that 
under 
his 
administration 
they have shed any previ- 
ous tendency toward hu- 
man rights abuses. He said 
Wednesday that the slay- 
ings in a northern border 
city last month were imper- 
missible, and that soldiers 
involved were being were 
being turned over for pros- 
ecution. 
Video from a store security 
camera that was published 
this week showed a black 
pickup truck crashing full 
speed into a wall in Nuevo 
Laredo. A Mexican military 
truck apparently pursuing 
it arrived shortly thereafter 
and ran into the passenger 
side of the pickup. 
The occupants of the truck 
were dragged out, kicked 
and forced up against a 
wall. They were later found 
dead. 
“Apparently this was an ex- 


ecution, and that cannot 
be permitted,” López Ob- 
rador said at his daily news 
briefing. “Those responsible 
are about to be turned 
over to the appropriate au- 
thorities.” 
López Obrador has given 
the military an unprece- 
dented role in everything 
from law enforcement to 
infrastructure projects, as 
well as running trains and 


airports. He has staunchly 
defended the army’s hon- 
esty, but the military con- 
tinues to be dogged by 
complaints of human rights 
abuses, especially in Nuevo 
Laredo, across from Lare- 
do, Texas. 
The Defense Department is- 
sued a statement late Tues- 
day saying it was cooper- 
ating with civilian prosecu- 
tors in the case, and had 


started an investigation of 
possible violations of the 
military code. Under Mexi- 
can law, abuses by sol- 
diers involving civilians go 
through civilian courts. 
The video, originally re- 
ported Tuesday evening 
by U.S.-based Univision and 
Spain’s El Pais newspaper, 
is apparently security cam- 
era footage showing the 
daytime incident in Nuevo 


Laredo. 
After chasing and crash- 
ing into the pickup truck, 
soldiers pull five men from 
the pickup, disarm and kick 
them, and then line them 
up against the wall. 
Soldiers then turn back to- 
ward the road and appear 
to open fire. Their apparent 
attackers are out of frame. 
Some soldiers while shel- 
tering behind the pickup, 
turn their guns on the men 
against the wall. 
Later, the soldiers walk 
around the scene calmly. 
One, using a red bag ap- 
parently to avoid leaving 
fingerprints picks up guns 
and places them next to 
the bodies. 
The incident would be at 
least the second case of 
apparently extrajudicial kill- 
ings in Nuevo Laredo this 
year. On Feb. 26, soldiers 
killed five young men who 
were riding inside a vehicle. 
The men were apparently 
unarmed and in a report, 
Mexico’s 
governmental 
human rights agency said 
the soldiers had fired into 
the vehicle without giving 
verbal orders for it to stop. 
Angry neighbors attacked 
the soldiers, beating some 
of them.q 


Mexican President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador speaks at the National Palace in Mexico City, 
Jan. 10, 2023. 
Associated Press 


Mexican president: Soldiers apparently executed five men 


Fiji Prime Minister Sitiveni Rabuka, right, and New Zealand 
Prime Minister Chris Hipkins answer questions at a media 
conference in Wellington, New Zealand, Wednesday, June 7, 
2023. 


Associated Press 


Fiji reconsiders security ties with China amid Pacific tensions 
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Prohibited by law: leaving the island with seashells, white sand or corals 


(Oranjestad)—Often times, the customs de- 
partment at the airport intercepts many tour- 
ists leaving the island with seashells, white sand 
and/or corals as souvenirs. 


Conforming to the international treaty of CITES 
and our local law which protects our Flora & 
Fauna, it is absolutely prohibited to take any 
seashell, sand and coral outside of Aruba. This 
is to protect our environment. The high number 
of seashells, coral and amount of sand confis- 
cated is very strange and it is suspected that 
our own locals are the ones selling these to the 
tourists, which is unacceptable. 


Upon confiscation at the airport, you can also 


face a fine that they have to pay before leav- 
ing. This is surely not a pleasant experience for 
the tourist. This also leads to a negative reaction 
which can put our tourism in a negative light. 
Though we love to accommodate our visitors, 
let’s all give nature the respect it deserves by 
protecting our environment. Stop collecting 
seashells, white sand and corals from our shores 
and stop buying or accepting these from local 
sellers or companies. 


We want our future generations and visitors to 
enjoy the beauty of our beaches, shells and 
corals in a sustainable way, without destroying 
or disrupting the Aruban ecosystem. Help us 
protect what is ours!q 


Rufo Wever Music School presents a concert week 


This week, Rufo Wever Music 
School organized a concert week 
where teachers and students will 
be showcasing their musical talent 
in various instrumental concerts. 
Music teacher at Rufo Wever Mu- 
sic School, Mr. Carlos Bislip, shared 
some information about this con- 
cert week. 


Bislip mentioned that this week, 
the music school arranged a week 
filled with different concerts. Unlike 
previous years, when the school 
would hold a big concert in the 
large hall of the Cas di Cultura Cul- 
tural Center, this time they opted 
for each group of teachers to have 
their own presentation every day. 
Bislip explained that the reason 
they chose to do it differently this 
year is that when they have a big 
concert, not all students get to 
play much, as the teachers usu- 
ally allocate one or two kids to 
play. With this new concept of a 


concert every day, each teacher 
can have more children perform. 
"That's something that the parents 
like more because their children 
get to play more than one song," 
Bislip emphasized. 


As for the concerts, Bislip mentioned 
that the concert week started on 
Monday, June 6th, with violin and 


guitar performances. Yesterday, 
on June 7th, the spotlight was giv- 
en to two piano teachers with their 
instruments for the children. Today, 
Thursday, there will be a concert 
by a cuatro guitar teacher, togeth- 
er with the children's choir, which 
will have a more typical, folk-like 
atmosphere. On Friday, June 9th, 
another piano teacher will give 


a concert, but this one will focus 
more on jazz rhythms, and the oth- 
er piano teachers will also present 
the folkloric part. 
The last day of this concert week 
is Saturday, June 10th, and it will 
be the concert by teachers Frank- 
lin Granadillo and Bislip himself. 
Granadillo will perform with his 
brass instrument, and Bislip will play 
percussion. 
Throughout the week, the concerts 
start at 5 p.m., and on the last day, 
Saturday, June 10th, the event be- 
gins at 3 p.m. The concerts take 
place in the small hall of the Cas di 
Cultura Cultural Center. To get tick- 
ets for the concert, you can call 
582-2888 or visit Rufo Wever Music 
School. 
Rufo Wever Music School extends 
its invitation to the people and visi- 
tors of Aruba to come and enjoy 
the music concerts presented by 
the teachers and students of Rufo 
Wever Music School.q 


Chef’s Garden 6 course dinner by Papillon 
Our one of a kind executive chef Juan Ludena 
gets extra creative outside the kitchen of Papillon 
Restaurant. Serving a 6 course surprise menu featuring 
his International flavors and creativity with refined 
dishes, chef Juan Ludena is determined to give you 
a night to remember. Wine pairing is optional. The 
chef’s secret garden is located in a local replica of the 
Aruba traditional ‘cunucu’ house. The tropical garden 
is the setting for a magical in-home private dinning 
experience. 


For more information about this magnificent option, 
please send us an email or ask our wait staff. 
Papillon Restaurant is located at The Village across the 
Hilton Aruba Caribbean Resort & Casino and within 
walking distance of all other major hotels. 


Make your reservation today at: 
info@papillonaruba.com 
or call/WhatsApp + 00297 6995400 
Open Daily: 5pm – 10.00pm – Early Bird from 5pm – 7pm 
For all menus and specials visit the website: www. 
papillonaruba.com.q 
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Papillon: The butterfly effect of magnificent food 


PALM BEACH — Do you remember the film “Papillon” starring Steve McQueen? Papillon 
restaurant is the island’s example where `life imitates art.’ The décor, especially the 
restrooms, was inspired by the movie. For more than a decade this restaurant has built 
a reputation with the fusion of classic French cuisine, Dutch and Caribbean flavors. 
Welcome in the world of wonders where ambiance, taste and service come together 
and you feel you are being welcomed in the home of the owner and her team. 


“We find it really important that our guests have fun; can relax while listening to 
live music while their taste buds are being tickled by France, The Netherlands and 
the Caribbean. We offer a unique fusion of dishes and a night not to forget,” says 
owner Tina. As our special guest you can choose to dine inside our heartwarming 
airconditioned restaurant or we also offer outside dining on a cozy, elegant terrace 
with great ambiance of the surroundings. Perfect setting for an enjoyable time people 
watching while sipping on a delicious cocktail. 


Fresh oysters, caviar and wild boar 
You are on vacation, life is to enjoy! If you want something special, a different flow 
than the usual, then Papillon is the place to go. Foodies are in heaven here with 
classic French dishes such as Foie Gras, Frog Legs, fresh Oysters coming in on a weekly 
basis from Holland, Escargots, Dover Sole à la Meunière flown in from Europe and 
filleted at the table, Duck Breast seared on the skin, roasted and braised Lamb in 
Balashi beer and slow braised Wild Boar Shank. Do not 
leave without trying the exclusive recommendation: Caviar! All of this combined 
with an extensive wine list from around the world makes Papillon a must-do on your 
Aruban vacation. 


Let the music play! 
Another reason to visit us is our Live Entertainment Schedule all through the week. 
Get all cozy and warmed up on Sundays and Mondays by Marisella and her 
enchanting acoustic tunes accompanied by percussion only. 
On Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays, Jairo will give you a real Saxophone treat 
while on Wednesday you can sit back, relax and enjoy your dinner while DJ Jason 
brings you the most smooth jazz and lounge music for a dreamy night. 
The musicians interact with the guests & requests can be sent in. 
The live tunes definitely add to the experience. 


Vegetarian vibes present 
Impressive vegetarian/vegan dishes are set up especially for the guests by the chef 
and Meredith from Vegan Aruba. “We offer vegan choices that are really good and 
tasty. Our daily soup is always vegan too”. What are you waiting for, make sure to pay 
a visit to this elegant yet laid-back restaurant while on Aruba. You are most welcome! 
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ORANJESTAD – On June 5th 
, we celebrated World En- 
vironment 
Day 
annually 
to encourage worldwide 
awareness and action to 
protect our environment. 


The resolution to designate 
June 5 as World Environ- 
ment Day, was adopted 
during the 1972 United Na- 
tions Conference on the 
Human Environment. World 
Environment 
Day 
2023 
theme is the campaign 
#BeatPlasticPollution, ‘Eco- 
system Restoration.’ 
Ivory Coast in partnership 
with the Netherlands, host- 
ed The World Environment 
Day 2023 celebrations with 
as theme ‘Beat Plastic Pol- 
lution’. 
Because of human actions, 


governments 
and 
com- 
merce take steps to com- 
bat plastic pollution. 


In 2016, Aruba introduced 
a law that prohibits the 
use of plastic bags, and in 
2019 it introduced a law 
on Environmentally harm- 
ful products, prohibiting, 
among others, the import, 
distribution, and use of sin- 
gle-use plastic products, 
like forks, plates, and cups. 
It includes an amendment 
to the General Police Or- 
dinance (Algemene Politie 
Verordening), that prohib- 
its releasing balloons in the 
open air. 


The responsibility for the 
environment is not only 
a government task. Our 


community must be more 
proactive and change its 
consumption habits to be 
more environment-friendly. 
Demand for eco-friendly 
products will encourage 
commerce to adapt their 
products y be more inno- 
vative. 


Most products have plas- 
tic components, common 
and cheap to produce, 
flexible and easy to trans- 
port, and derived from fossil 
fuel, one of the primary pol- 
lution causes. 


If we do not take action 
now to curb plastic produc- 
tion, in 2060, the amount of 
plastic in the circular will 
triple. Plastic pollution hurts 
our ecosystem, life, health 


and well-being, and world- 
wide economy. It is the 
reason we must change 
from a linear to a circular 
economy that is more sus- 
tainable and healthy. 


What can we do today to 
combat plastic pollution? 
Choose reusable and non- 


plastic products; 
ask your restaurant, su- 
permarket, and importer 
to change to sustainable 
products; 
demand responsible waste 
management; 
encourage 
and 
sup- 
port 
circular 
economy 
policymakers.q 


World Environment Day 2023 


Aruba to me 


ORANJESTAD — You are back and 
we would like to portrait you! By 
inviting you to send us your favor- 
ite vacation picture while enjoying 
our Happy Island. 


Complete the sentence: Aruba to 
me is ……. Send your picture with 
that text (including your name and 
where you are from) to: news@aru- 
batoday.com and we will publish 
your vacation memory. Isn’t that 
a special way to keep your best 
moments alive? Please do note: By 
submitting photos, text or any oth- 
er materials, you give permission to 
The Aruba Today Newspaper, Ca- 
ribbean Speed Printers and any of 
its affiliated companies to use said 
materials, as well as names, like- 
ness, etc. for promotional purposes 
without compensation. 
Last but not least: check out our 
website, Instagram and Facebook 
page! Thank you for supporting our 
free newspaper, we strive to make 
you a happy reader every day 
again. 


For today we received a lovely 
message from our visitors Michael 


McIntosh from Marlton, New Jersey 
and Nancy Kukulinsky Bascom. 


Michael McIntosh wrote to us say- 
ing; “Aruba to me is the pot of gold 
at the end of the rainbow.” 


Nancy Kukulinsky Bascom wrote to 
us saying; “Aruba means to us tour- 


ing the Caves in Arikok National 
Park with Nila and John Crouch 
and Nancy and George Bascom 
of Kentucky. 


Thank you for sending us this won- 
derful message sharing what Aru- 
ba means to you with us and our 
readers!q 
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Exploring the Mainstreet of San Nicolas 


SAN NICOLAS— At Just 11 
miles southeast from Oran- 
jestad you will enter the city 
San Nicolas, also known as 
Sunrise City or Chocolate 
City. A city that is rich in 
authentic culture and is- 
land charm. San Nicolas is 
Aruba’s second largest city 
and was once a bustling 
company town dominated 
by the oil industry since the 


early 1930’s. 


Over the course of four de- 
cades, its demographics 
had changed immensely 
due to a stream of Afro-Ca- 
ribbean and South Ameri- 
can workers who came 
to fill the jobs in the oil re- 
finery between the 1920’s 
until the 1960’s. To this day 
traces of the multicultural 


influences in culinary offer- 
ings and customs, housing 
and population are clearly 
visible in San Nicolas - more 
than anywhere else on the 
island. 


Flow of history 
if you are looking for his- 
tory San Nicolas has it. Here 
you will find three amazing 
museums, The Museum of 


Industry, the Community 
Museum and the Carnival 
Euphoria, all within walking 
distance from one another. 
The Museum of Industry is 
situated in the Water Tower 
in San Nicolas and narrates 
Aruba's 
industrial 
history 
which began in the 19th 
century. Here you will learn 
about gold, aloe, phos- 
phate, oil and the tourism 
industries which made San 
Nicolas once a bustling 
business 
center. 
Experi- 
ence the touching stories 
of those who were part of 
this history. 


Nicolaas Store built in 1940 
and renovated in 2014 is 
the home of the Communi- 
ty Museum. The collection is 
remarkable and spans mil- 
lennia. Ancient fossils stand 
next to tableaus of an au- 
thentically recreated colo- 
nial kitchen and bedroom 
and 19th-century barber- 
shop, just to name a few of 
the items of old-time Aruba 
that has been preserved. A 
collection of artifacts and 
other objects of artistic, cul- 
tural, historical, or scientific 
importance can be found 
here for the purpose of ed- 
ucation or enjoyment. 
Carnival Euphoria is show- 
casing Aruba’s Carnival. 
See how are Carnival has 
developed over the past 
65 years. 


The new San Nicolas 
In the shadow of the refin- 
ery, an art capital is quietly 
beginning to grow. This is 
the new San Nicolas, a 
place that is starting to be- 
come a magnet for all that 


is young, cool and hip in 
Aruba. Indeed, San Nicolas 
has all of the ingredients of 
an emerging cultural hub 
— varied history, interesting 
architecture, and, perhaps 
most importantly, an urban 
layout that makes it walk- 
able. 
As you walk around, the 
streets are silent but the 
walls are loud, filled with 
bright, 
colorful 
murals 
painted by a collection 
of artists from around the 
world. Thanks to the efforts 
of various art organizations 
in Aruba, such as Art Rules 
Aruba and Aruba Art Fair, 
San Nicolas has had quite 
the 
aesthetic 
makeover 
with regards to vibrant 
street art. Each year more 
and more stunning murals 
are replacing broken down 
buildings with colorful art 
pieces that keep brighten- 
ing up SunriseCity. 


Must See, Do, Buy & Eat 
A little bit of everything can 
be found in the main street. 
Stores selling shoes, cloth- 
ing, jewelry you name it. 
Arts & crafts by Cosecha 
store & Creative Center, a 
design store in which you 
can immerse yourself in dis- 
covering genuine and lo- 
cally made arts and crafts 
which reflect the diversifi- 
cation of the Aruban craft 
heritage and the artistic 
supply of artisans. Don’t 
miss out on trying the exqui- 
site food offered by the ca- 
fes and restaurants or just 
enjoy a peaceful walk ad- 
miring the murals, mosaic 
benches and all the history 
San Nicolas has to offer.q 
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Unique fauna of Aruba 


For a small island, Aruba 
sure has a lot of unique 
treasures. Among these, 
we have some subspecies 
of animals that are unique 
to our island. These have 
evolved to perfectly adapt 
to our desert climate and 
make Aruba their home. 
At the same time, they are 
part of what makes Aruba 
truly one of a kind. 


Cascabel 
(rattlesnake, 
Crotalus durissus unicolor) 
According to the Arikok 
National Park, Aruba knows 
two kinds of snakes, the 
Santanero and the Casca- 
bel. The cascabel belongs 
to the rattlesnake family. 
The cascabel is the only 
venomous snake from Aru- 
ba. It has a length of 65cm 
to 100cm, and is about 4 to 
5cm wide. Its color varies 
from light brown to grey- 
brown, and its underbelly 
is white. On its back there 
are marks that are a little 
darker, in the shape of dia- 
monds. 


Its reproduction is ovipa- 
rous, meaning the offspring 
can hatch from their eggs 
just before, during or imme- 
diately after laying. 


The cascabel lives mainly 
in the Arikok National Park. 
It likes to live in dark plac- 
es, and is thus found hid- 
den among the limestone 
rocks and under stones. As 
a defense mechanism, the 
cascabel uses its rattle as a 
warning, and it is not an ag- 
gressive animal. 


The cascabel feeds on liz- 
ards, small mammals such 
as rats and mice. It para- 
lyzes or kills its prey with its 
venom, which is injected 
through a bite. The en- 
emies of the cascabel are 
donkeys, goats, humans 


and cars. Humans are the 
biggest enemy of the cas- 
cabel, as they kill them and 
destroy their habitat for ur- 
banization. 


Shoco 
(burrowing 
owl, 
Athene 
cunicularia 
aru- 
bensis) 
The shoco is a small bird 
which is seldom seen. They 
are active during the day 
but are more active later 
in the day and at night for 
hunting. These owls have 
very good night vision and 
very good hearing. 
The shoco is the national 
symbol of Aruba. 


The shoco has about 20cm 
of length, and the females 
are slightly heavier than 
the males. They are light 
brown in color, with many 
white spots. The belly of the 
Shoco is either white or light 
brown, and the shoco has 
striking yellow eyes. Its beak 
is yellow/green. Young owls 
do not have white spots 
and are lighter in color. 


The nest of the shoco is a 
burrow in the ground. If the 
shoco cannot find a bur- 
row, it will dig one in soft 
soil. The shoco lays one or 
two eggs every other day 
until all the eggs are laid – 
a shoco can lay up to four 
eggs. The first owlets hatch 
after three to four weeks. 
The shoco owl takes care of 
the owlets for three months 
until they leave the nest. 
Only a few owlets survive. 


The owlrs dig burrows in the 
ground with low grass veg- 
etation. An owl can live up 
to nine years. 


Its defense mechanism is 
simply to fly away or re- 
treat to its burrows. They 
eat mostly insects, mice 
and lizards, and the main 


threats to their survival are 
boas – an invasive species 
introduced by humans as 
pets – and humans through 
destruction of their habitat. 


Prikichi (parakeet, Aratinga 
pertinax) 
The Prikichi is the national 
bird of Aruba. On Aruba, 
Bonaire, and Curaçao, par- 
akeets can be found, but 
each of the three islands 
has a different breed. The 
Yellow-shouldered Amazon 
parakeet that we have on 
Aruba is also found along 
the coast of Venezuela. 
Unfortunately, there is in- 
terbreeding between the 
breeds due to cage birds 
from, for example, Cura- 
çao being released on 
Aruba. The parakeet popu- 
lation on Aruba is in danger 
due to extensive deforesta- 
tion occurring on the island 
because of the growing 
population. 


The prikichi weighs be- 
tween 90 to 100 grams. It 
has a greenish-brown head 
with some yellow around 
the eye. The back and 
wings of the parakeet are 
dark green, and the under- 
side of the body is a light- 
er shade of green. There 
is also a bit of blue in the 
wings. The parakeet's beak 
is gray/black. 
Parakeets often use ter- 
mite nests as breeding 
sites. Parakeets are found 
in all natural environments 
(mondi) of the island. It de- 
fends itself by flying away 
and loud cries. Parakeets 
eat seeds from the pods 
of the Kwihi tree, Divi Divi, 
and columnar cactus. They 
also consume natural fruits. 
Its main predators are boa 
constrictors, humans. 


Conew (cottontail rabbit, 
Sylvilagus floridanus nigro- 


nuchalis) 
The Eastern Cottontail rab- 
bit (Sylvilagus floridanus) 
was probably brought over 
to the island by Indian set- 
tlers thousands of years 
ago as a source of food. 
This rabbit, locally known as 
Conew, has spread all over 
the island and has become 
part of our ecosystem. The 
very 
adaptable 
Conew 
can live in a wide variety of 
habitats, including Aruba’s 
xeric scrublands, where it 
typically grazes on weeds 
and grasses. 


The Aruban Conew has a 
brownish grey color and a 
distinctive white belly. This 
white fur extends to the 
bottom of the tail which 
becomes visible as the rab- 
bit runs. These rabbits can 
grow up to approximately 
40 centimeters in length 
over their short lifespan of 
3 years. Cottontail rabbits 
reach reproductive ma- 
turity when they are just 2 
to 3 months old. A female 
rabbit, called a doe, finds 
a suitable nest spot under 
a shrub or rocks and lines it 
with fur. She can have an 
average of 3 to 4 litters per 
year averaging 5 young 
each. The doe only visits 
her young once or twice a 
day to nurse her babies for 
a period of 2 to 3 weeks. 


The young reach indepen- 
dence at 4 to 5 weeks. 


The Aruban Conew is an 
endangered species and 
protected by Aruban law. 
The Conew is thought to 
have drastically declined 
due to an increase in hu- 
man 
activities, 
habitat 
fragmentation and preda- 
tion by the invasive Boa 
constrictor as well as feral 
cats and dogs. However, 
recently there seem to be 
more rabbit sightings in rural 
and wilderness areas and 
also in the National Park. 
This could be linked to a re- 
cent decline of the invasive 
Boa population after the 
long period of drought. As 
the Conew can reproduce 
very quickly, a short break 
in predation pressure can 
lead to a fast increase of 
rabbits. Sadly, the Boas are 
back on the rise again with 
the truly wet rainy seasons 
we have recently experi- 
enced. This could cause a 
new decline in the Conew 
population that was just 
starting to recover. 


These are but a few of Aru- 
ba’s beautiful inhabitant, 
which we must all contrib- 
ute to protect. For more 
information, 
visit 
https:// 
www.arubanationalpark. 
org/main/flora-fauna/q 
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Ambassador suites 
eagle beach 
1 Br WK 25 room 1235 $ 3,6 K 
1 Br WK 25 room 1435 $ 4,5 K 
1 Br WK 25 room 1231 $ 3,6 K 
1 Br WK 25 room 1432 $ 4,5 K 
1 Br WK 25 room 1128 $ 4 K 
Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 
Ambassador suites 
eagle beach 
1 Br WK 25 room 1133 $ 4 K 
1 Br WK 25 room 1327 $ 4,5 K 
1 Br WK 25 room 1333 $ 4,5 K 
1 Br WK 25 room 1335 $ 4,5 K 
1 Br WK 25 room 1329 $ 4,5 K 
Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Ambassador suites 
eagle beach 
1 Br WK 26 room 1329 $ 4 K 
1 Br WK 26 room 1135 $ 4 K 
1 Br WK 26 room 1128 $ 4 K 
1 Br WK 26 room 1227 $ 3,6 K 
Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Condo 
Pearl eagle Beach 
2 Bedroom ,2 Bath 
Price : $450 K 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
Johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Property land 
Palm beach 771 m2 ( 
8298,875sq feet) 
Prime location near a condo 
project 
5 min walk to palm beach 
Price : $252,800 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
Johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


By MICHAEL LIEDTKE 
AP Technology Writer 
CUPERTINO, Calif. (AP) — 
Reporters are a skeptical 
bunch, so it was unusual to 
hear so many of them rav- 
ing about their firsthand ex- 
perience with Apple’s next 
Big Thing: the high-priced 
headset called Vision Pro, 
a device infused with to- 
tally virtual reality as well 
as augmented reality that 
projects digital images on 
top of real-world settings. 
But after wearing the Vi- 
sion Pro during a half-hour 
demonstration meticulous- 
ly orchestrated by Apple, 
I joined the ranks of those 
blown away by all the im- 
pressive technology Apple 
has packed into the gog- 
gles-like headset. 
THE POTENTIAL UPSIDES 
But first the good stuff: Vi- 
sion Pro is a highly sophis- 
ticated device that is fairly 
easy to set up and incred- 
ibly intuitive to use. The 
setup requires using an 
iPhone to automatically 
take some assessments of 
your eyes and ears. 
Once that’s all done, you 
will quickly find that put- 
ting on the Vision Pro is also 
simple, thanks to a knob on 
the side that makes it easy 
to ensure a the headset fits 
comfortably. 
And unlike other head- 
sets, the Vision Pro isn’t an 
awkward-looking piece of 
nerdware, although the 
goggles 
aren’t 
exactly 
chic, despite looking a bit 
like something you might 
see people wearing on a 
ski slope, jet fighter or race 
car.q 


The Apple Vision Pro headset 
is displayed in a showroom on 
the Apple campus in Cupertino, 
Calif., after it’s introduction at the 
company’s annual developers 
conference, Monday, June 5, 
2023. 


Associated Press 


Apple’s Vision 
Pro goggles 
unleash a 
mixed reality 
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San Nicolas 


Police 
100 
Oranjestad 
527 3140 
Noord 
527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 
527 2900 
San Nicolas 
584 5000 
Police Tipline 
11141 
Ambulancia 
911 
Fire Dept. 
115 
Red Cross 
582 2219 


Women in Difficulties 
PHARMACY ON DUTY 


TAXI SERVICES 
Taxi Tas 
587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 
588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 
280 2828 


Aruba Airport 
524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 
588 0059 
Jet Blue 
588 2244 
Surinam 
582 7896 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Women in Difficulties 
OTHER 
Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 
Women in Difficulties 
EMERGENCY 


Women in Difficulties 
TRAVEL INFO 


Women in Difficulties 
AID FOUNDATIONS 


Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 


Women in Difficulties 
General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 


Oranjestad: 
Sta. Cruz: Tel. 585 8028 
San Nicolas : Tel. 584 5712 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 


HEALTH 


Marriott surf club 
Gold season 
2 Br Ocean Front 
Price : $ 17 K 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Renaissance ocean suites 
Private islands 
1 Br WK # 21 room # 2320 
harbor ocean view 
Price : 5 K 
Call: 011-297-630-1307 
Johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Divi village 
eagle beach 
1 Br WK 23 room # 3504 
Top floor building C 
22 weeks remaining 
Price :$ 6 K 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
Johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Ambassador suites 
eagle beach 


1 Br WK 20 room # 1128 $ 4 K 


1 Br WK 20 room # 1134 $ 4 K 


1 Br WK 20 room # 1433 $ 4 K 


1 Br WK 20 room # 1335 $ 4,5 K 


1 Br WK 20 room # 1428 $ 4,5 K 


1 Br WK 21 room # 1432 $ 4,5 K 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Casa Del Mar 
eagle beach 


2 Br WK 20 room # 1205$ 7 K 


2 Br WK 20 room # 1303$8,8 K 


2 Br WK 21 room # 1209 $8,5 K 


2 Br WK 21 room # 1203 $ 8,5 K 


2 Br WK 21 room # 1219 $ 7 K 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
www.halleytimetravelaruba.com 


Casa del Mar 
eagle beach 


2 Br WK 21 room # 1201 $8,1 K 


2 Br WK 21 room # 1203$ 8,5 K 


2 Br WK 21 room # 1219 $7 K 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


HTTA 
Time - share resale and Condo 
are you interested in sell your 
timeshare 
Or Condo in aruba 
Call the experts 37 years of do- 
ing honest business 
On the islands 
Call : 011 -297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 
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Casa Del Mar 
eagle Beach 


2 Br WK 22 room # 1417 $6,5K 


2 Br WK 22 room # 1219 $ 7 K 


2 Br WK 22 room # 1201 $ 8,1 K 


2 Br WK 22 room # 1209 $6,6 K 


2 Br WK 22 room # 1221 $7,2 K 


2 Br WK 23 room # 1302 $ 8,8K 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
Johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Casa del Mar 
eagle beach 


2 Br WK 24 room # 1313 $ 5,8 K 


2 Br WK 24 room # 1318 $ 7,9 K 


2 Br WK 24 room # 1202 $ 8,1 K 


2 Br WK 25 room # 1411 $7,2 K 


2 Br WK 25 room # 1419 $7,8 K 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
Johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 
Ambassador suites 
eagle beach 
1 Br WK 22 room 1234 $ 2,6 K 
1 Br WK 22 room 1230 $ 3,6 K 
1 Br WK 22 room 1233 $ 3,6 K 
1 Br WK 22 room 1332 $ 4,5 K 
1 Br WK 22 room 1330 $ 4,5 K 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Ambassador suites 
eagle beach 
1 Br WK 22 room 1327 $ 4,5 K 
1 Br WK 22 room 1328 $4,5 K 
1 Br WK 22 room 1128 $ 4K 
1 Br WK 22 room 1130 $ 4K 
1 Br WK 22 room 1133 $ 4 K 
1 Br WK 22 room 1132 $ 4 K 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Ambassador suites 
eagle beach 
1 Br WK 22 room 1127 $ 4 K 
1 Br WK 22 room 1427 $ 4,5 K 
1 Br WK 22 room 1228 $ 3,6 K 
1 Br WK 23 room 1234 $ 2,6 K 
1 Br WK 23 room 1133 $ 4 K 
Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Ambassador suites 
eagle beach 
1 Br WK 23 room 1130 $ 4 K 
1 Br WK 23 room 1134 $ 4 K 
1 Br WK 23 room 1132 $ 4 K 
1 Br WK 23 room 1127 $ 4 K 
1 Br WK 23 room 1235 $ 3,6 K 
Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Ambassador suites 
eagle beach 
1 Br WK 23 room 1327 $ 4,5 K 
1 Br WK 23 room 1330 $ 4,5 K 
1 Br WK 23 room 1226 $ 3,6 K 
1 Br WK 23 room 1434 $ 4,5 K 
1 Br WK 23 room 1430 $ 4,5 K 
Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Ambassador suites 
eagle beach 
1 Br WK 23 room 1335 $ 4,5 K 
1 Br WK 23 room 1228 $ 3,6 K 
1 Br WK 23 room 1231 $ 3,6 K 
1 Br WK 24 room 1231 $ 3,6 K 
1 Br WK 24 room 1235 $ 3,6 K 
Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Ambassador suites 
eagle beach 
1 Br WK 24 room 1133 $ 4 K 
1 Br WK 24 room 1226 $ 3 K 
1 Br WK 24 room 1328 $ 4,5 K 
1 Br WK 24 room 1426 $ 4,5 K 
1 Br WK 24 room 1128 $ 4 K 
Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Ambassador suites 
eagle beach 
1 Br WK 24 room 1330 $ 4,5 K 
1 Br WK 24 room 1230 $ 3,6 K 
1 Br WK 24 room 1335 $ 4,5 K 
1 Br WK 24 room 1428 $ 4,5 K 
1 Br WK 25 room 1232 $ 2,5 K 
Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Ambassador suites 
eagle beach 
1 Br WK 25 room 1234 $ 2,3 K 
1 Br WK 25 room 1434 $ 2,5 K 
1 Br WK 25 room 1332 $ 4,5 K 
1 Br WK 25 room 1227 $ 3,6 K 
1 Br WK 25 room 1229 $ 3,6 K 
Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 
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By MARK KENNEDY 
AP Entertainment Writer 
Flamin’ Hot Cheetos get an 
origin story worthy of any 
Marvel superhero with Hu- 
lu’s totally engrossing “Fla- 
min’ Hot.” It’s the tale of 
how a struggling Mexican 
American 
janitor 
came 
up with the idea of add- 
ing spice to the cornmeal, 
forever saving after-school 
snacking. 
Is it true? Probably not. 
Don’t let that stop you. 
You’ll wish “Flamin’ Hot” 
was accurate because it’s 
a winning tale of persever- 
ance, family love, proud 
heritage and blue-collar 
success, told with a wink, 
some Cheetos dust and a 
ton of love by Eva Longo- 
ria, in her directorial debut. 
Jesse Garcia stars as Rich- 
ard Montañez, a one-time 
Frito-Lay floor-sweeper in 
southern 
California 
who 
convinced his bosses to 
make a snack that cele- 
brates the flavors of Mexico 
despite a seven-layer dip 
of sceptics. “New prod- 
ucts take years to develop, 
cost millions to launch and 
they do not get created by 
blue-collar hoodlums, who 
probably can’t spell hood- 
lum,” our hero is told. 
Nevertheless, 
Montañez 
persists, cracking the Latino 
market and repairing his re- 
lationship with his abusive 
father along the way. “I’m 
the guy who helped bring 
the world the most popu- 
lar snack it’s ever seen,” he 


says in a voice-over. 
It’s an unlikely story, for 
sure. No, really. It’s unlikely. 
The Los Angeles Times has 
published allegations that 
Montañez fabricated his 
role in the snack’s creation 
and Frito-Lay says he “was 
not involved.” But Longoria 
and the screenplay by Lew- 
is Colick and Linda Yvette 
Chávez based on Monta- 
ñez memoir will have you 
cheering when the gnarled 
red snacks finally zip along 
on an assembly line and 
you’ll be ready to glee- 
fully fist-bump Montañez, 
played understatedly but 
with deep soul by Garcia. 
This is more than just a 


snack-version 
“Rocky” 
story, with the filmmakers 
exploring the insecurity of 
factory shift workers, the 
stress of integrating into 
white culture, how hard 
it is for corporations to in- 
novate and the ability to 
silence the voices in your 
head that urge you to quit. 
In one heartbreaking early 
scene, Montañez so poor 
he waters down the milk for 
his kids and uses chewing 
gum to seal holes in their 
shoes is wide-eyed at the 
Frito-Lay factory until he 
notices all the overcooked 
chips are tossed. “People 
are always trying to throw 
away the brown ones,” he 


says. 
The filmmakers enliven their 
story with wonderful flights 
of fancy, like when we see 
Montañez lose it and beat 
up a manager with a mop 
after being called Paco. 
“Nah, just kidding,” he says 
in the voice over. “What 
you think? It was my first 
week on the job.” 
To show the passage of 
time during the Reagan 
administration, they’ve also 
cleverly got a man on the 
factory floor holding a box 
reading “1985,” the extrud- 
er pumps out “1986” and 
forklifts carrying boxes that 
read “1987” and “1988.” 
There are a few references 


to Frito-Lay scientists in the 
Midwest also working on a 
spicy flavor, but this is strictly 
a fist-in-the-air portrayal of 
Montañez alone, set to a 
soundtrack of Latin artists 
like Santana, Los Lobos and 
Ozomatli. 
His heroic arc is more than 
a little unbelievable, es- 
pecially when he taps his 
former drug-dealing pals 
to start handing out free 
bags of chips like pushers, 
and for the many times he 
jumps up on a piece of fac- 
tory equipment to deliver a 
“Dead Poets Society”-like 
speech. 
Dennis Haysbert as a gruff 
engineer, Annie Gonzalez 
as Montañez’s loving wife 
and Tony Shalhoub as the 
CEO of Frito-Lay all add 
welcome flavor notes. 
It’s the montages that re- 
ally shine, like the moment 
in a park when Montañez, 
eating elote and watching 
everyone put hot sauce on 
their food, gets a vision of 
a spicy snack. “I had been 
searching for an answer. Or 
a door to open. And there 
it was all around me. It had 
been there the entire time,” 
he says. There’s also the se- 
quence when he and his 
family try every chile com- 
bo poblano, pasilla, serra- 
no, guajillo and habanero 
included until they find the 
right formula, often hover- 
ing around their youngest 
kid as he samples a chip 
and gives them the green 
light.q 


This image released by Searchlight Pictures shows Jesse Garcia in a scene from “Flamin’ Hot,” a 
tale of how a Mexican American janitor came up with the idea for Flamin’ Hot Cheetos. 


Associated Press 


Flamin’ Hot Cheetos get a loaded origin story 


By DAVE CAMPBELL 
Associated Press 
Further cementing his cre- 
dentials as a songwriting 
force, Jason Isbell and his 
band have created an- 
other Alabama-accented 
earworm of an album that 
flaunts the power of his 
voice, guitar and lyrics. 
“Weathervanes,” 
Isbell’s 
eighth record with the 400 
Unit, is a familiar and pre- 
dictable amble within the 
wide expanse of Ameri- 
cana with this 13-track 


canvas painted by coun- 
try, folk, gospel and hard 
southern rock. While this 
album stays inside his usual 
musical guardrails without 
much adventure into new 
sounds, it has its twists and 
turns. 
In “Cast Iron Skillet,” a 
soft and wistful warning 
against bigotry veiled be- 
hind old-fashioned views, 
Isbell strums a sweet tune 
thickened by the hum of 
an accordion and his wife, 
Amanda Shires, on the fid- 


dle. Then comes “When We 
Were Close,” electric from 
start to finish with angry 
chords and all-star rhymes: 
“Got a picture of us playing 
in a bar, and your shirt cost 
more than your guitar.” 
Sober for 11-plus years, Is- 
bell continues to tell stories 
beyond his own trying-to- 
stay-clean lens. “Weather- 
vanes” further reflects the 
forever process of learning 
oneself and how to live and 
love complex people in a 
broken world.q 


This 
image 
released 
by 
Southeastern 
Records 
shows 
“Weathervanes” by Jason Isbell and the 400 Unit. 
Associated Press 


Jason Isbell’s writing flair sings in latest 
with 400 Unit, ‘Weathervanes’ 
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By HOWARD FENDRICH 
AP Tennis Writer 
PARIS (AP) — This felt like a 
game Coco Gauff simply 
needed to claim if she in- 
tended to finally win a set, 
let alone a match, against 
No. 1 Iga Swiatek. 
With shouts of “Go, Coco!” 
and “Allez, Coco!” ema- 
nating 
from 
the 
Court 
Philippe Chatrier stands, 
Gauff frittered away two 
break points as Swiatek 
served at 1-all. Then, at 
deuce, came the most 
memorable 
moment 
of 
Wednesday 
afternoon 
and, while Gauff won the 
point, it soon would be Swi- 
atek who seized complete 
control of this French Open 
quarterfinal that was a re- 
match of last year’s final. 
During 
a 
14-stroke 
ex- 
change, 
both 
women 
made their way to the 
net, and Gauff directed a 
swinging backhand volley 
right at Swiatek. The ball 
struck Swiatek’s right leg, 
and she tumbled back 
onto the red clay, leaving 
rust remnants on her white 
dress and arm. That set up 
a third break chance for 
Gauff, but the 19-year-old 
American again failed to 
convert, and while it soon 
was 2-all, Swiatek pulled 
away from there to a 6-4, 
6-2 victory. 
“I didn’t try to hit her. I was 
just trying to hit the ball 
hard in the middle of the 
court, and it happened to 


hit her, obviously. I apolo- 
gized after, but I think she 
knows that’s part of the 
game. If you hit a bad ball 
and you decide to run to 
the net, there’s always a 
risk that you get hit and 
there’s always the risk that 
the person might miss, try- 
ing to avoid you,” Gauff 
said. “If I was in her posi- 
tion, I wouldn’t be mad at 
me, either, because she ran 
forward. I think when I said 
sorry, she shook her head, 
and we had a mutual un- 
derstanding that that was 
the only shot I really had.” 
When a reporter asked Swi- 


atek whether it’s unusual to 
get directly hit like that, she 
agreed with the premise. 
She also said she couldn’t 
be sure whether Gauff had 
another option. 
“But I know Coco is a nice 
person, and she wouldn’t 
mean it,” said Swiatek, a 
22-year-old from Poland 
who is seeking a third ti- 
tle at Roland Garros and 
fourth Grand Slam trophy 
overall. “Nothing personal. 
It happens.” 
She improved to 7-0 against 
No. 6 Gauff and has won 
all 14 sets they’ve played 
against each other; that 


includes a 6-1, 6-3 victory 
for the 2022 championship 
in Paris. On Thursday, Swi- 
atek will meet No. 14 seed 
Beatriz Haddad Maia, the 
first woman from Brazil to 
reach a Grand Slam semi- 
final since Maria Bueno at 
the 1968 U.S. Open. The 
other women’s matchup 
for a berth in Saturday’s 
title match will be No. 2 
Aryna 
Sabalenka, 
who 
won the Australian Open in 
January, against unseeded 
Karolina Muchova of the 
Czech Republic. 
In the men’s quarterfinals, 
No. 22 Alexander Zverev 


beat Tomas Martin Etch- 
everry 6-4, 3-6, 6-3, 6-4 to 
reach the French Open 
semifinals for the third con- 
secutive year. 
At that stage in 2021, 
Zverev lost to Stefanos Ts- 
itsipas in five sets; in 2022, 
Zverev tore ligaments in his 
right ankle during a fall late 
in the second set against 
Rafael Nadal. 
Zverev’s 
next 
opponent 
will be No. 4 Casper Ruud 
or No. 6 Holger Rune, who 
were scheduled to play 
their quarterfinal Wednes- 
day night. The other semifi- 
nal is No. 1 Carlos Alcaraz 
vs. No. 3 Novak Djokovic. 
Haddad Maia advanced 
by coming back for a 3-6, 
7-6 (5), 6-1 victory over No. 
7 Ons Jabeur, a two-time 
major runner-up in 2022. 
Haddad Maia is a 27-year- 
old left-hander who was 
given a 10-month suspen- 
sion after failing a doping 
test in 2019. She arrived in 
Paris with a 7-11 record at 
majors, never winning so 
much as one second-round 
match, until this 5-0 run. 
“One of my qualities,” Had- 
dad Maia said, “is that I 
wait and I’m very patient 
and I never give up.” 
Before even knowing she 
would face Swiatek, Gauff 
spoke about hoping for 
that opportunity. She in- 
sisted she wanted another 
shot at Swiatek, who has 
topped the rankings for 
more than a year. q 


Poland’s Iga Swiatek gets back up on her feet after getting hit by a ball during an exchange close 
to the net with Coco Gauff of the U.S. during their quarterfinal match of the French Open tennis 
tournament at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Wednesday, June 7, 2023. 


Associated Press 


Coco Gauff is 0-7 against No. 1 Iga Swiatek after losing to her 


NEW YORK (AP) — Ma- 
jor League Baseball post- 
poned 
games 
in 
New 
York and Philadelphia on 
Wednesday night because 
of poor air quality caused 
by smoke from Canadian 
wildfires. 
A National Women’s Soc- 
cer League game in New 
Jersey and an indoor WNBA 
game set for Brooklyn were 
also called off Wednesday 
amid hazy conditions that 
have raised alarms from 
health authorities. 
The New York Yankees’ 
game against the Chicago 
White Sox was rescheduled 
as part of a doublehead- 


er starting at 4:05 p.m. on 
Thursday, and the Philadel- 
phia Phillies’ game against 
the Detroit Tigers was reset 
for 6:05 p.m. on Thursday, 
originally a day off for both 
teams. “These postpone- 
ments were determined 
following 
conversations 
throughout the day with 
medical and weather ex- 
perts and all of the impact- 
ed clubs regarding clearly 
hazardous air quality con- 
ditions in both cities,” MLB 
said in a statement. 
The National Weather Ser- 
vice issued an air quality 
alert for New York City, say- 
ing: “the New York State 


Department of Health rec- 
ommends that individuals 
consider limiting strenuous 
outdoor physical activity to 
reduce the risk of adverse 
health effects.” In Phila- 
delphia, the NWS issued a 
Code Red. 
The Yankees and White 
Sox played through a lesser 
haze on Tuesday night. 
The WNBA said a game be- 
tween the Minnesota Lynx 
and New York Liberty would 
not be played Wednes- 
day, saying the decision 
was made to “protect the 
health and safety of our 
fans, teams and commu- 
nity.” q 


New York Yankees’ Clarke Schmidt pitches to Chicago White 
Sox’s Tim Anderson during the first inning of a baseball game 
Tuesday, June 6, 2023, in New York. 


Associated Press 


MLB, WNBA postpone games due to smoke from Canadian wildfires 
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By DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 
Rory McIlroy, the strongest 
voice against Saudi-fund- 
ed LIV Golf that caused 
so much disruption in golf, 
said Wednesday he now 
feels 
like 
a 
“sacrificial 
lamb” with the stunning re- 
versal of the PGA Tour be- 
coming partners with Saudi 
Arabia’s enormous wealth 
fund. 
It was McIlroy who helped 
lead a players-only meet- 
ing last August that re- 
shaped the PGA Tour to 
fend off the challenge of 
LIV Golf. 
He has been the loudest 
critic, a member of the 
tour’s policy board. And 
he was among the last to 
hear the news shortly be- 


Rory McIlroy blasts out of the bunker on the 11th hole during the Canadian Open Pro-Am in 
Toronto on Wednesday, June 7, 2023. 


Associated Press 


Rory McIlroy, a strong anti-Saudi voice, now feels like ‘sacrificial 
lamb’ amid LIV Golf deal 


fore it broke. “It’s hard for 
me to not sit up here and 
feel somewhat like a sacri- 
ficial lamb, and feeling like 
I’ve put myself out there 
and this is what happens,” 
McIlroy said at the RBC Ca- 
nadian Open, where he is 
the two-time defending 
champion. “Again, remov- 
ing myself from the situa- 
tion, I see how this is better 
for the game of golf. 
McIlroy was in the player 
meeting 
Tuesday 
after- 
noon 
where 
PGA 
Tour 
Commissioner Jay Monah- 
an faced heavy criticism 
from members who won- 
dered why the tour is tak- 
ing money from the Public 
Investment Fund and why 
they weren’t made aware. 
But the four-time major 
champion 
also 
felt 
re- 
signed that Saudi Arabia 
was going to continue in- 
vesting in golf, and that 
making an enemy a minor- 
ity investor would help in 
the long run. 
“I see what’s happened in 
other sports. 
I see what’s happened in 
other businesses,” he said. 
“It’s very hard to keep up 
with people that have 
more money than anyone 
else. And again, if they 
want to put that money 
into the game of golf, then 
why don’t we partner with 
them and make sure that 
it’s done in the right way. 
And that’s sort of where my 
head’s at.” 
McIlroy 
pushed 
back 
against the idea the PGA 
Tour is merging with LIV 
Golf. Still to be determined 
is the very future of LIV 
Golf, the rival league that 
Greg Norman runs that 
paid signing bonuses of 
$100 million or more to lure 
players, and then offered 
$25 million purses to 48- 
man fields with no cut over 
54 holes. 
The agreement — still not 
finalized — is for the PGA 
Tour, the European tour 
and the Public Investment 
Fund to merge commer- 
cial businesses. One of PIF’s 
businesses is LIV Golf, which 
essentially will be under the 
control of the new compa- 
ny that still doesn’t have a 
name. q 


